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For Immediate Release 

Contact:  Mia Vlaar, vjf@vailjazz.org, 970.479.6146 

 

JEFF HAMILTON TRIO BRINGS FREE, LIVE JAZZ TO VAIL SQUARE 
Tented venue ensures concert rain or shine from 6-8pm in Lionshead 

 
Vail, CO, August 13, 2008 – If you haven’t been out yet to enjoy the free jazz in Lionshead, Thursday is 

the show not to miss.   

 

The Thursday August 14th performance features one of the most swinging bands in jazz, the Jeff 

Hamilton Trio.  “Jeff is an amazing drummer, and until you’ve seen and heard him play, you haven’t 

experienced what a great jazz drummer can do in a trio setting”, said Howard Stone, artistic director and 

chair of the Vail Jazz Foundation, which produces Jazz at Vail Square. Hamilton’s resume reads like a 

who’s who of jazz, Tommy Dorsey Orchestra, Lionel Hampton, Monty Alexander Trio, Woody Herman 

and the Thundering Herd, Ella Fitzgerald, the Count Basie Orchestra, Rosemary Clooney and Diana 

Krall. Hamilton is known around the world for his originality and versatility.   

 

Hamilton is joined by veteran pianist and arranger Tamir Hendelman, who has been with the Trio since 

2000 and shortly thereafter took over the piano chair in the Clayton-Hamilton Jazz Orchestra. Hendelman 

balances a very active schedule of performances with the Trio and CHJO along with many appearances 

as a leader of his own trio and as an accompanist for many of the top jazz vocalists on the scene today.  

The Trio is completed by LA-based bassist Christoph Luty, whose melodic bass lines and solos create a 

big, natural sound, John Clayton, director of education for the Vail Jazz Foundation and featured artist at 

the Labor Day Weekend Party, described Luty’s talent in this way: “Christoph’s playing 

exemplifies…swinging bass lines, lyrical solos, and a great natural sound that is huge and full.”   

 

The concert series continues this Thursday for three more shows.  Following a successful opening night 

concert with multi-platinum selling singer, songwriter and saxophonist Curtis Stigers, Jazz at Vail Square 

continued last Thursday with Trombone Shorty and Orleans Avenue to an overflowing tent of enthusiastic 

fans on a rainy night.  Next week brings a Latin Jazz experience with Chuchito Valdes, and the final 

concert features the Clayton Brothers Quintet and VJF All-Stars. 
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The outdoor venue is located in the inner courtyard just outside the Arrabelle hotel in Lionshead, and with 

tented seating for 250 people; the concerts are presented rain or shine.  So don’t let the threat of rain put 

a damper on a great night of Jazz!    

Jazz @ Vail Square: At a Glance 

Thursday Jeff Hamilton Trio 

August 21 Chuchito Valdes 

August 28 Clayton Brothers Quintet & VJF All-Stars 

 

EVENT SPONSORS 

Jazz @ Vail Square is brought to you with the generous support of our sponsors, which include Alpin 

Aire, Alpine Bank, Alpine Party Rentals, The Arrabelle, BBE Sound, Colorado Mountain Express – official 

transportation provider, Ella Fitzgerald Foundation, Hertz, Jazz 89 FM KUVO, KVBA TV8 and TV 17, 

KZYR, Notably Fine Audio, Playboy Jazz Cruise, Plum TV, PRIMA, Rocky Mountain Reprographics, 

Town of Vail, Vail Daily, Vail Resorts and Yamaha. 

ABOUT THE VAIL JAZZ FOUNDATION 

The Vail Jazz Foundation is a 501 (c) (3) nonprofit organization, celebrating 14 years of providing 

outstanding jazz music and jazz education programs in the Vail Valley of Colorado.  For more information, 

visit www.vailjazz.org 

For more information, contact: 
Mia Vlaar 
The Vail Jazz Foundation 
P.O. Box 3035, Vail, CO 81658 
Email vjf@vailjazz.org 
 

 

http://www.vailjazz.org/

